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Instructions to Participant
SLIDE 1

Make sure the child is facing the screen.
You’re going to hear some sentences and I’d like you to say exactly what you hear. Don’t worry if you can’t remember everything, but try to say as much as you can and to speak clearly. 
Help the child to put on the headphones. Make sure they are fitted comfortably and securely.

(If any child strongly objects to the headphones such that they will not attempt the task, you should use the external speakers to administer the test. Please make a note of this on the score sheet.)
SLIDE 2 and 3 – practice sentences
First we’ll do a couple of sentences to practice.
Remember, I’d like you to say exactly what you hear. 

Are you ready?
Play the sentence. (The child should not be allowed to play the sentences during the test)
If the child does not repeat spontaneously, ask ‘can you say that?’
Praise any attempt at repetition.
The laptops volumes are set at 50 and this should be the volume you use initially for every child. However, after each practice sentence you should check with the child that the sentence was being played at a comfortable level. Use the practice sentences to adjust the volume if necessary. You can replay the practice sentences to the child in order to check volume levels.

Well done. Now we’re going to do some more in just the same way. Ready?
MAIN SENTENCES

Well done.

Guidelines
The child should hear each sentence ONCE.

However, the child should be allowed to hear the sentence for a second time if:

· there is a loud noise, or other interruption
· the child makes absolutely no response to a stimulus the first time they hear it. Then you should present the stimulus again in order to try to elicit a response.
Give praise at the end of each line of 8 items (well done, let’s go onto the next line).
Give advice as appropriate (Try to speak slowly/clearly, try to listen carefully to what you hear).
If the child self-corrects, take their final response (whether correct or incorrect).
Allowances
When scoring:
· Allow for consistent phonological processes eg fronting
· Allow self-corrections.
· In relative clauses, allow replacement of ‘that’ with a ‘wh’ pronoun (‘which’, ‘who’ or ‘what’ in some dialects) eg ‘the bee that the man swallowed had hurt him’ (items 5, 22, 24, 25, 28, 29, 30, 32)
· Allow ‘bought’ for ‘brought’ (item 31)
· Allow contractions and expansions eg ‘ They’ve been riding the goat around the garden’ and ‘John will not  have talked about it with his father’ (items 1, 4, 6, 11, 13, 16, 21, 23, 26, 31)
· Allow omission of ‘that’ in complement clauses eg ‘She thinks that the spider is very small’ (items 9 and 12) 
· Allow replacement of auxiliary ‘have’ with ‘of’ (items  6, 11, 13, 16, 21, 31)
· Allow replacement of ‘round’ with ‘around’ (item 1)
Scoring
1) Transcribe the sentence exactly as repeated by child.

2) Sentence score: score 1 if the sentence is repeated entirely correctly (see allowances) and score 0 if there are one or more errors.
3) Content word score = the sum of the content words (green) present in the child’s response, regardless of their position in the sentence (any changes in word position should be reflected in the word order column). If content words have had inflections changed, added or removed, the content word is still counted as present.
4) Function word score = the sum of the function words (red) present in the child’s response, regardless of their position in the sentence.
Auxiliary verbs (italics) and copula ‘be’(items 15, 20, 23, 31): If the child uses the correct verb, it is counted as correct regardless of its tense or inflection for person (even if irregular eg ‘be’/’is’ for ‘was’)
5) Content word omissions = sum of content words in the target sentence which were completely omitted in the child’s response (ie not present and not substituted)

6) Function word omissions =  sum of function words in the target sentence which are completely omitted in the child’s response (ie not present and not substituted)
7) Content word substitutions = sum of content word substitutions present in the child’s response. The substitution must be in the same position in the sentence as the substituted word. Only a content word can substitute a content word. One content word can be substituted for another content word, regardless of whether it makes sense syntactically, and regardless of word class (ie it is possible for an adjective to substitute for a noun). Note: it is possible for substitutions to co-occur with other errors eg word order – eg 2 nouns may be transposed within a sentence, and then one of these may be substituted.

8) Function word substitutions = sum of functional substitutions present in the child’s response. The substitution must be in the same position in the sentence as the substituted word. It is only possible for a function word to substitute a function word, but it is possible for any type of function word to substitute another function word. If there is a function word in the child’s response in the same place as in the target sentence, it is presumed to substitute the word in the target sentence whether or not this makes sense syntactically or semantically. 
9) Content word additions = sum of any content words in the child’s response which were not in the target sentence and which have not been used to substitute words in the target sentence.
10)  Function word additions = sum of any function words in the child’s response which were not in the target sentence and which have not been used to substitute words in the target sentence.

11)  Word order errors: score 0 if there are no word order errors. Score 1 if there are one or more transpositions, where it is clear that 1 or more words have been moved to a different place in the sentence (as opposed to parts of a sentence being omitted or words being added). Such transpositions may occur independently or may co-occur with other error types. 

SASIT-E32 sentences according to structure

SVO with two auxiliaries

1/19. The policeman has been looking at us. (7 words, 2 lexical, 5 functional, 9 syllables)
2/11. The kitten could have hit the rattle down the stairs. (10 words, 4 lexical, 6 functional, 12 syllables)

3/16. She might have waited for them in the street. (9 words, 2 lexical, 7 functional, 10 syllables)

4/1. They have been riding the goat around the garden. (9 words, 3 lexical, 6 functional, 12 syllables)

SVO with two auxiliaries and negation

5/6. John won't have talked about it with his father. (9 words, 3 lexical, 6 functional, 11 syllables)  

6/13. We shouldn't have been picking the flowers. (7 words, 2 lexical, 5 functional, 10 syllables)

7/21. The mice can’t have liked the cream in the bowl. (10 words, 4 lexical, 6 functional, 10 syllables)

8/4. They haven’t been chasing the goose by the river. (9 words, 3 lexical, 6 functional, 12 syllables)

Long actional and non-actional passives 

9/2. The sandwich was eaten by the postman. (actional, 7 words, 3 lexical, 4 functional, 10 syllables)

10/20. He was kicked in the leg by the donkey. (actional, 9 words, 3 lexical, 6 functional, 10 syllables)

11/15. The bear was feared by the boy in the park. (non-actional, 10 words, 4 lexical, 6 functional, 10 syllables)

12/3. She was seen by the doctor in the morning. (non-actional, 9 words, 3 lexical, 6 functional, 11 syllables)

4. wh-object which question x 2, indirect object wh-questions x 2

13/18. Which drink did the milkman spill in the house? (9 words, 4 lexical, 5 functional, 10 syllables)

14/10. Which picture did he paint at home yesterday? (8 words, 3 lexical, 5 functional, 11 syllables)

15/14. Who did the father cook the meal for today? (9 words, 3 lexical, 6 functional, 11 syllables)

16/8. Who did she give the beautiful rose to? (8 words, 3 lexical, 5 functional, 10 syllables)

Bi-clausal sentences: complement clauses x 2, temporal adjunct clauses x 2, conditional adjunt clauses clauses x 4

17/12. The man said that he combed his hair. (8 words, 4 lexical, 4 functional, 8 syllables)

18/9. She thinks that the spider is very small. (8 words, 4 lexical, 4 functional, 10 syllables)

19/17. The child ate breakfast after he washed his face. (9 words, 5 lexical, 4 functional, 12 syllables)

20/7. He will feed the cow before he waters the plants. (10 words, 4 lexical, 6 functional, 12 syllables)


21/27. The people will get a present if they clean the house. (11 words, 5 lexical, 6 functional, 13 syllables) 

22/26. If the kids behave we will go in the garden. (10 words, 4 lexical, 6 functional, 12 syllables)

23/31. He wouldn’t have brought his friend if she was nasty. (10 words, 4 lexical, 6 functional, 12 syllables)

24/23. If she was ill she would go to the nurse. (10 words, 4 lexical, 6 functional, 10 syllables)
OO relative clause – right branching 

25/28. The monkey stroked the horse that the worm frightened. (noun – noun, 9 words, 5 lexical, 4 functional, 11 syllables)
26/22. The children enjoyed the sweets that they tasted. (noun – pronoun, 8 words, 4 lexical, 4 functional, 11 syllables)

27/29. The mum baked the meal that the children are eating. (noun – noun, 10 words, 5 lexical, 5 functional, 12 syllables)

28/24. He should wash the baby that the child is patting. (pronoun – noun, 10 words, 4 lexical, 6 functional, 12 syllables)

SO relative clause – centre embedded 

29/25. The swan that the dear chased knocked over the plant. (noun – noun – noun, 10 words, 5 lexical, 5 functional, 11 syllables)

30/24. The horse that the farmer pushed kicked him in the back. (noun – noun – pronoun, 11 words, 5 lexical, 6 functional, 12 syllables)

31/5. The boy that the milkman helped has lost his way. (noun – noun – noun , 10 words, 5 lexical, 5 functional, 11 syllables)

32/30. The bee that the man swallowed had hurt him. (noun – noun – pronoun, 9 words, 4 lexical, 5 functional, 10 syllables)
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Practice items:

The girl is flying the balloon in the sky

What did they find yesterday in the snow?
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	1/4
	They have been riding the goat around the garden (9)
	
	3
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	2/9
	The sandwich was eaten by the postman (7)
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	3/12
	She was seen by the doctor in the morning (9)
	
	3
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	4/8
	They have n’t been chasing the goose by the river (10)
	
	3
	
	7
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5/31
	The boy that the milkman helped has lost his way (10)
	
	5
	
	5
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6/5
	John wo n’t have talked about it with his father (10)
	
	3
	
	7
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7/20
	He will feed the cow before he waters the plants (10)
	
	4
	
	6
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8/16
	Who did she give the beautiful rose to? (8)
	
	3
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	9/18
	She thinks that the spider is very small (8)
	
	4
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	10/14
	Which picture did he paint at home yesterday? (8)
	
	4
	
	4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total 1-10
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	11/2
	The kitten could have hit the rattle down the stairs (10)
	
	4
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	12/17
	The man said that he combed his hair (8) 
	
	4
	
	4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	13/6
	We should n't have been picking the flowers (8)
	
	2
	
	6
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	14/15
	Who did the father cook the meal for today? (9)
	
	4
	
	5
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15/11
	The bear was feared by the boy in the park (10)
	
	4
	
	6
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	16/3
	She might have waited for them in the street (9)
	
	2
	
	7
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	17/19
	The child ate breakfast after he washed his face (9)
	
	5
	
	4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	18/13
	Which drink did the milkman spill in the house? (9)
	
	4
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	19/1
	The policeman has been looking at us (7)
	
	2
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	20/10
	He was kicked in the leg by the donkey (9)
	
	3
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	21/7
	The mice ca n’t have liked the cream in the bowl (11)
	
	4
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	22/26
	The children enjoyed the sweets that they tasted (8)
	
	4
	
	4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	23/24
	If she was ill she would go to the nurse (10)
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	Total 11-23
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	24/28
	He should wash the baby that the child is patting (10)
	
	4
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	25/29
	The swan that the deer chased knocked over the plant (10)
	
	6
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	26/22
	If the kids behave we will go in the garden (10)
	
	4
	
	6
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	27/21
	The people will get a present if they clean the house (11)
	
	5
	
	6
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	28/25
	The monkey stroked the horse that the worm frightened (9)
	
	5
	
	4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	29/27
	The mum baked the meal that the children are eating (10)
	
	5
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	30/32
	The bee that the man swallowed had hurt him (9)
	
	4
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	31/23
	He would n’t have brought his friend if she was nasty (11)
	
	3
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	32/30
	The horse that the farmer pushed kicked him in the back (11)
	
	5
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	Total 24-32
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	Total 1-10
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	Total 11-23
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